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MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIR
Never before has it been more
important to focus on skills for the
future for our rapidly evolving
workforce. Many of the jobs of
tomorrow have not been invented yet.
Science, technology, engineering, and
maths (STEM) skills along with diverse
and innovative thinking will be critical
for our future. Likewise, in an era of
misinformation and fake-news, it is
essential to equip our broader
communities with STEM literacy and a
general understanding of its role in
their day-to-day lives.
Andrew Metcalfe AO,
NYSF Chair

The work of the National Youth Science
Forum over the year from April 2018 to
March 2019 has delivered on these
needs by providing a range of
immersive and transformative youth-led
STEM experiences.
Now in our 36th year, the National
Youth Science Forum is proud to have
over 12,000 alumni who have
participated in the flagship NYSF Year
12 Program. This is an extraordinary
contribution to the future of STEM in
Australia. Supporting and enabling
our alumni is a key priority for the NYSF
in 2019-2020.
For the second year, we continued the
expansion of the NYSF Year 12 Program
to Brisbane delivering a third session at
the University of Queensland.
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We also saw the delivery of the NSTSS
(National Science Teachers Summer
School) in Canberra and for the second
time in Brisbane.
We thank The University of Queensland
and the Australian National University
for hosting our January programs and
introducing new and innovative STEM
activities for participants.
The NYSF STEM Explorer program
ran for the second time in July 2018 in
Adelaide in collaboration with the SA
Department for Education and was
again a great success in fostering an
appreciation for STEM and tackling
disengagement with STEM subjects at
the critical year 7 & 8 age group.
Our NYSF International Program was
well subscribed, enabling Australian
NYSF Year 12 Program alumni to
experience other residential science
summer schools around the world.

In the past year the Next Step program for
our Year 12 Alumni ran for the last time.
Next Step has evolved into a new NYSF
program, NYSF Connect, a much broader
program aimed at supporting and
connecting with all 12,000 NYSF alumni at
all career levels, including the current years’
cohort of Year 12 students.
Over the past year, we have focussed on
solidifying the significant growth seen over
recent years, securing financial stability for
the delivery of our expanded programs,
whilst continuing to plan for the future. A
key focus moving forward is to maintain
and build on new collaborative
relationships. The STEM sector is strongest
when we all work together.
This last year, in particular, was a year that
saw great achievements. We thank former
Chief Executive Officer, Dr Damien Pearce
for his excellent leadership over the past six
years and welcome our new Chief
Executive Officer, Dr Melanie Bagg, who
has a strong record of success in STEM
communication, outreach, and
strategic partnerships.
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The NYSF reported a modest deficit of
$66,634 in the 2018-2019 financial year
compared to a surplus the previous year of
$292,125. The surplus recorded in the prior
year was the result of a deliberate strategy
to build a buffer to support the planned
expansion of activities. The deficit was not
unexpected as the organisation adjusts to
the increased costs associated with
expansion. Total equity at 31 Mar 19 was
$1,657,927 (2018: $1,724,561).
The NYSF couldn’t do what it does without
the extraordinary partnerships we
have established around the country, in
particular the ongoing support of Rotary.
We thank outgoing NYSF Rotary Liaison
Officer, Rob Woolley for his service on the
NYSF Board and welcome Ken Hall as the
new NYSF Rotary Liaison Officer.

Finally, we would like to thank our
many NYSF alumni volunteers, especially
our Student Staff Leaders and Youth
Advisors. Given our strong interaction with
youth and the residential nature of our
programs, I am pleased to report we
have focused on implementing the best
practice when it comes to the support and
protection of young people in our care.
We look forward to working with you all in
2019-2020 and thank you for your
continued support and interest in the NYSF.
Andrew Metcalfe AO
Chair
August 2019

We acknowledge and thank the
Commonwealth Government, the SA State
Government and our many universities
and industry partners, in particular, our
major partner Lockheed Martin Australia.

12,000 PARTICIPANTS SINCE 1984
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WHAT WE DO
The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) is a notfor-profit charity that delivers youth-led residential
programs to encourage young people's passion for
Science Technology Engineering and Maths
(STEM).
Our flagship program, the NYSF Year 12 Program,
runs in January each year for students about to
enter year 12. The program has run for over 36
years and is one of the best-known STEM
experiences in Australia for young people. It has
helped over 12,000 alumni realise life-long STEM
literacy. The NYSF Year 12 Program is designed to
give students a broader understanding of the
diverse study and career options available in
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) and to encourage continued
studies in these fields.
Thanks to our long-time relationship with Rotary,
we are able to reach and host students from all
over Australia. Deeply connected to the
community, 21 local Rotary districts across
Australia work with us to champion the program
locally, run student selections, and participate in
the NYSF Year 12 Program. It is estimated that
Rotarians volunteer approximately 20,000 plus
hours annually to help deliver NYSF Programs.
Other volunteers include local industry and
educational institutions and our NYSF alumni who
often return as Student Staff Leaders, STEM
presenters, and demonstrators.

NYSF Year 12 Program - for students
about to enter year 12 with an interest in
STEM study & career opportunities
NYSF Next Step Program – for recent
NYSF Year 12 Program alumni (now part
of the new NYSF Connect alumni
program)
NYSF International Program – for recent
NYSF Year 12 Program alumni
NYSF STEM Explorer Program – a week
long residential program targeting year 7
& 8 students in South Australia
NYSF National Science Teachers
Summer School (NSTSS) – a residential
program designed to inspire high school
science teachers
Student Staff Leadership Program
(SSLP) – for selected NYSF Year 12
Program alumni - training our future
NYSF Student Staff Leaders
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VISION
To inspire young Australians to value
science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) and its importance in our
communities.

PURPOSE
NYSF delivers immersive and
transformative youth-led experiences
for young Australians to encourage lifelong STEM literacy.
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GOVERNANCE
Initially founded as the National Science Summer
School (NSSS) by local Rotary members in 1984,
the organisation now trades as the National Youth
Science Forum (NYSF). The NYSF is governed by an
active and engaged board, that in 2018/19
consisted of ten highly respected and resourceful
members of the science and business
communities.
The NYSF is also governed by a Council that meets
for the Annual General Meeting. Membership of
the Council consists of representatives from key
STEM organisations relevant to the work and
mission of the NYSF including:
Australian Academy of Science
Australian Academy of Technological Sciences
and Engineering (ATSE)
The Australian National University (ANU)
The University of Canberra
CSIRO
Rotary District Governor 9710
Former NYSF Student Staff Leaders
NYSF 2018-2019 Patrons

Board of Directors 2018-2019
(Pictured below from left to right)
Chair
Andrew Metcalfe AO
Deputy Chair
The Hon Kate Lundy
Deputy Chair
Dr Geoff Garrett AO
Secretary
Rowley Tompsett
CEO
Dr Damien Pearce
Finance Director
James Palmer
Rotary Liaison Officer
Rob Woolley
NYSF Alumni Director
Dr Renee Kidson
Ordinary Director
Professor Sally-Ann Poulsen
Ordinary Director
Loren Atkins

The NYSF is fortunate to enjoy patronage from two
highly respected and valued professionals:
His Excellency General the Honourable Sir Peter
Cosgrove, The Governor-General of the
Commonwealth of Australia (2014-2019).
Professor Tanya Monro FAA FTSE FOSA FAIP
GAICD, Chief Defence Scientist of Australia and
NYSF 1990 Alumna.
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FUNDING
PARTNERS
NYSF funding partners are essential for the
the delivery of NYSF programs. The NYSF
acknowledges the financial and strategic
support of our funding partners and thanks
them for their commitment to the
development of Australia's future STEM
workforce. A diversified funding base ensures
the NYSF is not dependent upon any single
organisation for financial security.
The NYSF extends our thanks and
appreciation to all funding partners, in
particular our major funding partner,
Lockheed Martin Australia for their
continued support of the program and
support from the Federal Government's
Department of Industry, Innovation and
Science through the National Innovation and
Science Agenda (NISA). Over the past two
years NISA funding supported the
introduction of a third session of the NYSF
Year 12 Program in Queensland, provided 30
Equity Scholarships for eligible participants
of the NYSF Year 12 Program, and seed
funding to develop our pilot STEM Explorer
Program held in Adelaide in 2017 and 2018.
In 2019 longstanding NYSF Partner, CSL Ltd
signed a new three-year agreement with the
NYSF, cementing a strong ten-year
relationship.
The NYSF welcomed Bayer and Griffith
University in 2019 as new funding partners.

A full list of NYSF funding Partners
and other supporting organisations can
be found on the NYSF website at
www.nysf.edu.au/our-partners/

The NYSF is committed to providing
immersive STEM experiences for as many
young Australians as possible. Ensuring
access for participants from diverse
backgrounds and the most remote parts
of Australia is important to us and we are
focussed on special entry pathways and
supporting students that wouldn’t
otherwise get the opportunity
to participate in our programs. Thanks to
specialised funding from the Department
of Industry, Innovation and Science (NISA)
and Bayer, 40 students were awarded
NYSF Equity Scholarships to help them
attend the NYSF Year 12 Program in 2019.

"We are pleased to partner
with NYSF to provide
opportunities for students in
regional areas who are
considering science, medicine
and agriculture as a future
career."
Joerg Ellmanns, Chairman &
Managing Director Bayer
ANZ.
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FUNDING
PARTNERS
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NYSF 2019
PARTNERS' DAY
Three separate Partners’ Day events were held
in January 2019, offering our funding partners
an opportunity to connect with nearly 200
students at each session.
This is the key opportunity for engagement
with program participants, allowing partners
to share information about their organisation,
its activities, and their opportunities for future
study and careers.
Student participants rated Partners' Day
highly in our feedback survey, considering it
to be a valuable opportunity to gain insight
into their future career opportunities.

"It was a privilege to
be able to talk to
international
companies and PhD
students about what
they were working on
during Partners' Day."
Amy, NYSF 2019

Activities on Partners’ Day included
presentations (from major funding partners
and university funding partners), speed-date a
scientist, an expo, and the NYSF Gala Science
Dinner.
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"Partners' Day was an incredible
eye-opening experience. I loved
seeing where the next few years
might take us - from universities
outside my state (such as Monash,
University of Melbourne and UQ) to
organisations such as Bayer and CSL.
I loved the diversity of the
presentations and the enthusiasm of
the presenters - Partners' Day
definitely left me excited for what the
future may hold!"
Caitlin, NYSF 2019
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NYSF 2019 YEAR 12
PROGRAM
In 2019, just under 600 young people
travelled from around the country, and
the world, to participate in the NYSF
Year 12 Program. 400 participants came
to Canberra for Sessions A & C, and
stayed on campus at the Australian
National University. The remaining 200
headed to Brisbane and were hosted by
the University of Queensland.
43% of attendees were from regional
and remote areas of Australia and 63%
of participants were female, reflecting
like rates in applications.
All participants enjoyed 12 days of STEM
based programming including
workshops, lectures, hands-on activities,
visits to professional working STEM
sites, networking events and more.
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"NYSF has helped me go
into Year 12 with a more
positive attitude and a
better idea of what life
beyond school may look
like."
Nithya, NYSF 2019

"NYSF is an amazing,
immersive experience
where opportunities for
the future are opened up
to you. It was an
introduction to the next
big part of my life."
Maddie, NYSF 2019

" It (NYSF) will transform how
you think and inspire you to
become a better version of
yourself, connecting you to a
network of like-minded
students, some of whom you
will make lifelong friends with.
It’s opportunities and
boundaries are unmatched."
Mihan, NYSF 2019
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In 2019, our participants heard from
highly regarded guest speakers at
events held throughout the NYSF
2019 Year 12 Program. Welcome
Lecture speakers included:
Professor Anne Kelso AO FAA - with a
background in biomedical research
into immunology, Anne is now CEO of
the National Health and Medical
Research Council (NHMRC).
Dr Susan Rowland - completed her
PhD in biochemistry and is now
Deputy Associate Dean Academic for
the Faculty of Science at UQ.
Professor Lisa Kewley - is a Professor
and Associate Director at the
Research School for Astronomy &
Astrophysics at the ANU.

Program highlights
All participants enjoyed a live video link to
CERN in Switzerland to hear from experts about
the work they are doing with the world's largest
hadron collider.
The NYSF program also included visits to
Questacon, the Australian War Memorial, the
Mulloon Institute, Sikorsky and much more.
The NYSF Science Dinners, held at the
Australian National Museum in Canberra and
Brisbane City Hall, saw more than 330 guests
per event including a mix of NYSF alumni,
leading STEM professionals in their fields,
students and teachers. The dinner offered a
wonderful opportunity for NYSF participants to
meet and network with those further along
their own STEM journeys. The keynote speakers
were also prominent and highly regarded STEM
leaders (see below).
We thank the Office of the Lord Mayor, Brisbane
for the financial contribution towards the 2019
Brisbane Science Dinner, through the Brisbane
City Hall and King George Square Community
Service Obligation fund.

Science Dinner Speakers

Dr Megan Clark AC FTSE
Head of the Australian
Space Agency after starting
her career as a geologist.

Dr Alan Finkel AO FAA FTSE
Australia's Chief Scientist. Dr
Finkel has worked as an
entrepreneur, engineer,
neuroscientist & educator.

Professor Kerrie Wilson
Conservationist and
Executive Director at the
Institute for Future
Environments at QUT.
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"[NYSF provided] us with
exposure to the science
fields but also expanded
our network to include
(literally) hundreds of
magnificent STEM driven
students."
Emma, NYSF 2019

"You get to experience
some incredible facilities
where people show you
what they do for work and
the pathways they have
taken to get there."
Jordan, NYSF 2019

"NYSF is an eye-opening,
thought-provoking
experience that expands
horizons. It's an incredible
opportunity to meet
hundreds of very likeminded people."
Kai, NYSF 2019
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OUR IMPACT
To measure the impact of the program the
NYSF conducts surveys of participants both
before and after they attend the NYSF Year
12 Program.

9.76 / 10

The survey offers participants the
opportunity to reflect on what they have
learned and how this has impacted on their
plans and attitude towards entering STEM
fields in the future. Other questions in the
survey are based on the practical aspects of
the program (i.e. accommodation, food,
transport, etc).
We asked participants – “How likely would
you be to recommend NYSF to others?” One
star being no chance, 10 stars being
definitely? 377 respondents answered this
question with a 10 out of 10 and the overall
average rating was 9.76.

Every year we use this information to
refine the program, continuously
improving the experience and impact for
future years' participants.
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We also survey those who have completed
the program one year on. By this time they
have finished year 12, have confirmed their
plans after year 12 and if attending
university, will have received and
accepted their offers.
We asked "What impact do you think your
attendance at the NYSF 2018 Year 12
Program had on your future study and
careers plans? "

"NYSF showed me science
manifests itself in many ways
throughout our world, and
we can make a difference no
matter which avenue is
taken. So when challenges
arose against my planned
study and career plans, I
embraced alternatives with
an eager and open mind."
Laurel, NYSF 2018

For further information about our surveys
contact nysf@nysf.edu.au

"NYSF has hugely
impacted my decision on
what I should study at
university. It helped me to
determine my interest and
the area of science I want
to do more in, as well as
finding the degree that I
am now doing."
Ziyou, NYSF 2018

More than

90%
of 2018 NYSF
participants went on
to study STEM
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NATIONAL SCIENCE
TEACHERS SUMMER
SCHOOL
(NSTSS)
The National Science Teachers Summer
School (NSTSS) program is designed to
re-ignite teachers' passion for the world
of STEM by showing them some of the
latest research and advances.
In 2019, sixty-five (65) STEM teachers
from across Australia attended one of
the two NSTSS programs held at the
Australian National University and The
University of Queensland.
Each program ran for five days and took
the participants to labs, research
centres and STEM workplaces around
Canberra and Brisbane.
The teachers had the opportunity to
attend the NYSF Year 12 Program gala
Science Dinner where they were able to
speak with NYSF partners, supporters
and participants of the NYSF Year 12
Program.
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While attending the NSTSS 2019 programs,
participants had the opportunity to catch
up on the latest developments in science at
leading institutions including, Geoscience
Australia, Mt Stromlo Observatory, CSIRO
Discovery Centre, University of Canberra
Health Science, ANU Research School of
Chemistry, Sir Thomas Brisbane
Planetarium, Griffith University and the
Centre for Microscopy and Microanalysis,
the Australian Institute for Bioengineering
and Nanotechnology and the QLD Brain
Institute at The University of Queensland.
They also had the opportunity to network
with other teachers and pedagogical
leaders, learn more about some of the
science teaching resources available, as
well as the career paths available to
students of science today.
Speakers included The Hon Kate Lundy,
Deputy Chair of the NYSF Board, Mr Scott
Thompson, Director International Business
Development at Lockheed Martin, Dr Brad
Tucker, Research School of Astronomy and
Astrophysics ANU, Dr Susan James, Choose
Maths, AMSI, Professor Joseph Hope, Dept
Quantum Science, Physics Education
Centre ANU, Professor Aidan Byrne, Provost
and Vice President UQ, Professor Sally-Ann
Poulsen NYSF Board and more.
We acknowledge the support of EQUS
providing travel bursaries to assist five QLD
regional and rural science teachers to
attend the NSTSS in Brisbane in 2019.

"The exposure to the
latest in research areas at
various universities was a
highlight. I did not expect
it to be so engaging and
am very inspired. It was
excellent value for
money."
Lakshmi, Sydney
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NYSF STEM
EXPLORER 2018
In July 2018, the second NYSF STEM Explorer
Program was delivered in Adelaide. The
program is a collaboration between the NYSF
and the South Australian Department for
Education. The program was initially
developed with seed funding from the
Federal Government Department of Industry,
Innovation and Science through the National
Innovation and Science Agenda (NISA).
The STEM Explorer program is designed to
ignite students passion and interest in science
so they will continue with these subjects
through school and into university.
In 2018, 105 year 7 & 8 students were selected
to attend the residential program from
public schools around South Australia. The
program was held at Mylor Adventure Camp
in the Adelaide Hills, from Monday 16 to
Friday 20 July 2018.
Similar to the NYSF Year 12 Program, Youth
Advisors were key facilitators of the program’s
delivery and coordination. The Advisors acted
as role models to the younger participants,
talking about and sharing information on
career and study options open to them in
future years, while ensuring their group visits
and activities were well-managed.

"I used to think STEM was just
science, but now I know that
science is most of our future."
- 2018 STEM Explorer participant
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The STEM Explorer program offered 105
participants a range of workshops, hands
on activities and insight into the world of
science. The program shows participants
the incredible ways science is being used
in our everyday lives, ways we may not
even realise.

consider, for example, energy, transport,
recreation, business etc. and asked to explore
how a city fifty years into the future may have
changed, population issues, what the needs
of the population would be in those specific
areas in the future, and how technology
could assist in making life better.

This year the students enjoyed visits to a
number of exciting hosts around Adelaide
including the University of South
Australia, Flinders University, The
University of Adelaide, SAAB, Cleland
Wildlife Park, Waite Research Clinic, OpSys
Cyber Security, NRM Water Testing, SA
Water, 1414 Degrees, and Aurrigo.

The culmination of the project was a physical
representation of their city constructed using
resources provided by NYSF and a
presentation from each group during the
visit from the South Australian Government's
Minister for Education, John Gardner MP and
Professor Tanya Monro FAA FTSE FOSA FAIP
GAICD who was at the time Vice President
and Deputy Vice Chancellor, Research at the
University of South Australia.

As part of NYSF STEM Explorer 2018
Program, every student was required to
participate in a group project. This year’s
project was entitled ‘Future Cities’. Each
group was given an aspect of a city to

We thank all of our hosts and special guests
for sharing their passion and enthusiasm for
STEM with the students.
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NYSF STUDENT STAFF
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
2018-2019

The NYSF Student Staff Leadership
program is a personal development and
leadership program for selected NYSF Year
12 Program alumni.
The Student Staff Leaders are selected for
the role by their peers and represent the
youth stewardship of the NYSF as a
meaningful development opportunity, by
youth for youth. They return to the NYSF
Year 12 Program the following year to
assist with the delivery of the program as
Student Staff Leaders.
Through the program, participants
develop awareness and social connection,
and gain an understanding of individual
and group values, the development of
supporting and trusting relationships, and
have the opportunity to reflect on their
own performance and the performance of
others within a shared leadership
approach.
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Since July 2014, the NYSF has been
delivering the Student Staff Leadership
Program (SSLP) in conjunction with
Outward Bound Australia (OBA) in
Tharwa, Canberra. The NYSF negotiated a
three-year agreement with OBA to deliver
the SSLP in 2017. The program supports
the personal development of Student
Staff and is funded by NYSF.
For NYSF 2018, 69 young people
participated in the Student Staff
Leadership Program, to assist in the
delivery of the NYSF Year 12 Program the
following January.
As well as formal development sessions
and lots of background information, a
three-day trek contributed to developing
the participants' communication skills,
leadership and personal goal setting,
readying them for their leadership role in
January.

"A major component of the
SSLP comes from
understanding your own
strengths, weaknesses, and
ways of working and
leading, as well as those of
others and how to work
effectively with difference to
establish a team that knows
itself inside out."
Eliza, Student Staff 2018/19

NYSF alumni came from all around
Australia to participate in the 2018 SSLP.
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NYSF 2018
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM
In 2018, a total of 50 NYSF alumni were
selected to attend international science
programs in locations around the world.
The opportunity to travel on these
International Programs is often life
changing for the students who take part.
For some it is the first time they have been
overseas.
Students attending International Programs
from NSW received funding from the NSW
Department of Industry. In total, 16 NYSF
2018 students from New South Wales were
supported for part of their fees.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The NYSF has relationships with many
organisations, in Canberra and Brisbane,
and also all over Australia. These
relationships allow the NYSF to offer our
participants a number of engaging
opportunities to participate in STEM
programs and events.
The work and programs offered by the
NYSF would not be possible without the
support of a large number of collaborators.
We would like to acknowledge and thank
all of these organisations and their staff,
for opening the doors of their labs and
worksites to our participants in 2018-2019,
volunteering not only their time but also
their passion, knowledge and enthusiasm
for STEM.

Our Rotary Volunteers offer invaluable
support to participants each January

We must also thank Rotary and our alumni
volunteers who offer tremendous support
to both the NYSF as an organisation and
the experience of participating students.
A complete list of our current
collaborators is available on the NYSF
website at www.nysf.edu.au/ourcollaborators/

We owe many thanks to the young
Student Staff Leaders and Youth
Advisors who volunteer their time to
support delivery of our programs
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NYSF ALUMNI STORIES
With more than 12,000 alumni having
passed through the NYSF Year 12
Program, there are so many great
stories to be told. Here are a few
examples. More articles about our
alumni can be found on the NYSF blog
www.nysf.edu.au/news

Lachlan Arthur came to the NYSF in
2013. He completed honours in the PhB
program (Biological and Medical
Sciences) at the Australian National
University in 2018 and has now started
to study medicine. For the course of his
studies, Lachlan was a recipient of the
highly regarded Tuckwell Scholarship.
Kaitlyn Sapier attended NYSF in 2011 and
since then has become a tech
entrepreneur who aims to revolutionise
the Proptech and HRTech space.
Kaitlyn shares "I can confidently say that
attending NYSF in 2011 was the first giant
leap in my journey to becoming an
entrepreneur. I met incredible people at
NYSF and through the alumni network. I
am still in close contact with two
particular guys and run into NYSF alumni
all the time at meet-ups and corporate
events."
Kaitlyn's advice for young STEM
enthusiasts "seize opportunities as they
come up, be okay with your plan
changing as you grow and definitely
apply to attend NYSF to get your journey
started! I'm still getting value from
alumni networks almost 10 years on."

Most recently Lachlan was selected by
UNICEF to be a part of their Young
Ambassadors Program. Lachlan says
"NYSFers use their backgrounds in
science in so many ways to do amazing
things, and I have certainly had an
incredible time as a young
ambassador."

"In 2005 I was living in
regional Tasmania with a
curiosity about STEM but a
limited idea of what I could
do with it. I had a strong
desire to make a difference
in the world but little idea
where to start. Then I
attended the NYSF."
Loren Atkins, NYSF 2005
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NYSF ALUMNI STORIES
Nate Byrne came to the NYSF in 2001 and
has had a diverse and adventurous career
in science since.

Sarah Don came to the NYSF in 2008 and
has gone on to a rewarding career in
nuclear engineering. She is now the
Superintendent of the MIT Nuclear
Reactor Laboratory. Sarah says "I owe my
career as a nuclear engineer to the NYSF
and the generosity of Rotary Club District
9640."
As an NYSF alumna Sarah gained the
opportunity to attend the Research
Science Institute at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in the US, an
International Program only available to
NYSF alumni.

Sarah says "Just like at the NYSF, I saw
how fun and rewarding being a scientist
could be, and I felt like I truly belonged
among a group of highly motivated,
inspired, and nerdy science geeks."

In March 2017, Nate landed his dream job
as an ABC Weather Presenter. You can
catch him in action on the early morning
shift. Nate has been a fantastic NYSF
ambassador, returning several times to
speak to current year NYSF participants
to share his own valuable career and life
advice with them.
Nate recounts his progression over the
years “I went to the NYSF in 2001 and had
my eyes opened to the diverse and
intriguing world of science. It showed me
that there is much to do in any of the
myriad of disciplines, or you can forge
your own path. That's why THIS
biophysicist joined the Navy, became a
meteorologist and oceanographer, then a
science communicator and then a TV
Weather Presenter. And I'm not done yet.
I found my path; the NYSF showed me
that it's possible.”
The NYSF will bring more events and
opportunities to NYSF alumni in the
coming months through our new NYSF
Connect alumni program. NYSF and NSSS
alumni can request to join our closed
Facebook group (NYSF/NSSS Alumni) to
connect with fellow alumni and discover
opportunities in the world of STEM
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